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Madame Chair - my real name is: Anukansantokahemamiwin 
(Bald Eagle Woman Who Leads) 

Thank you for the opportunity to address this very important assembly. 
I wish to thank you for all the positive contributions you have made to the 
Working Group on Indigenous Peoples and wish you many blessings in all your 
future endeavours. 
I would like to make a brief comment on one of the essential components in the 
promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms of 
Indigenous peoples - namely the UN-Draft Declaration on Indigenous Peoples. 

This Draft Declaration on Indigenous Peoples must be given the highest priority 
and level of acceptance and acknowledgement. Its adoption and the immediate 
initiation of the work for a Convention must not be delayed. Finally, it should be 
given the same relevance as the Charter of human rights. 
It is hard to comprehend that Indigenous Peoples are still appealing for their 
basic fundamental freedoms and rights and are prevented from enjoying the 
fruits of their original land. 
Therefore, I appeal to all levels of the UN and its existing legal bodies to ensure 
the adoption of the Draft Declaration on Indigenous Peoples as quickly as 
possible as a vital means of moving forward on land issues, education and 
health. 

In the eyes of the Creator we are no less than any other life form nor are we any 
greater than any other life form. 
These are the natural laws. And it is passed time for us to take our rightful place 
in society and enjoy the same as other peoples living within our territories. 

I thank you Madame Chair for your attention to this urgent matter. 
Meegwetch. 
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